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The Bioeconomy Strategy: a framework to industrialise the EU
bioeconomy

BioChem Europe, the Cefic sector group representing biomass-derived chemicals, welcomes the European
Commission’s renewed ambition for a competitive and sustainable bioeconomy, as outlined in the
Bioeconomy Strategy published on 27 November!. Building on the framework established by the
Strategy, the announced Biotech Act Il must become the instrument to boost biomass-derived industrial
uptake, and position Europe as a global leader in sustainable bio-based industries.

Biochem Europe supports the Strategy’s recognition of bio-based chemicals and materials as lead
markets, and the role of biorefineries as strategic assets under the EU industrial policy. Setting bio-based
content requirements in product categories, implementing a cascading use principle, improving the access
to funding, establishing fair biogenic carbon accounting through Product Environmental Footprint (PEF)?
are also measures that we strongly support to build a thriving industrial bioeconomy in Europe.

A holistic, robust legislative framework is essential to accelerate the transition.

BioChem Europe calls for a true Single Market for Bioeconomy via dedicated regulation that connects
existing initiatives, boosts industrial uptake, and positions Europe as a global leader in biomass-derived
industries. The upcoming Biotech Act Il can achieve this goal by creating the missing legislative backbone
to harmonise existing and upcoming legislations, ensuring predictability and market stability, fair
competition with other sectors, and industrial deployment across the value chain.

Our recommendations for an impactful Biotech Act implementing the Bioeconomy Strategy ambition

For a strong European industrial bioeconomy, BioChem Europe calls on the European Commission to
broaden the scope of the Biotech Act Il embracing the whole bioeconomy. The Biotech Act Il should:

o Introduce strong, future-oriented market-pull measures, with clear and transparent biobased
content targets on products sold on the European market as a key mechanism for driving demand.
Targets should be set in coherence with technological neutrality with both measurable and
attributed materials. Other measures such as public procurement, direct incentives and tax
reduction, and simplification of funding pathways can complement market creation strategy?.

1 Bioeconomy Strategy - Environment - European Commission
2 https://www.biochem-europe.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Industry-position-on-biogenic-carbon-accounting-in-PEF-final-version.pdf
3 BioChem-Europe-position-on-Market-pull-measures-19.03.2025-1.pdf
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o Ensure access to all types of feedstocks and a strong cascading use principle where bio-based
feedstocks are prioritised to produce high value-added products (e.g. food, feed, chemicals and
materials)*. Broadening the base and recognising all relevant bio-based feedstocks, regardless of
whether they are primary or secondary — e.g. sugar, starch-rich, oil crops — is essential for the
sector. Implementing a cascading use principle for biomass will enable a level playing field for
feedstock access. Moreover, an efficient use of biomass will bring significant environmental
benefits as it means « directing it toward higher-value applications and reducing pressures on
ecosystems, while reflecting local conditions and market realities or/and where feasible, biomass
should be used for higher-value products and materials that store carbon longer » >, ©

o Define and implement comprehensive sustainability criteria for all biomass sources and
captured carbon, building on existing certification schemes. This will ensure long-term access to
sustainable feedstocks for the chemicals and materials sector while supporting biodiversity and
climate goals. BioChem Europe recommends aligning sustainability criteria (i.e. biomass
harvesting) to the RED Il definition (Art 29 (2-7). However, RED Ill GHG emission saving criteria
should not be used as a reference for biomanufacturing in general (i.e. adjustments are needed
to translate the requirements for fuels into materials’ requirements (e.g. chemicals, plastics, etc.),
using a sector-by-sector approach’.

BioChem Europe will continue contributing to the debate based on scientific evidence and industrial
expertise to help achieve a competitive, sustainable and circular European Bioeconomy.

is a sector group of the European Chemical Industry Council (Cefic) that envisions a future where:

e responsibly produced chemicals derived from sustainably sourced biomass respond to society’s growing appetite
for circular products that have limited or even positive impacts on the environment and climate
e therelated need to increase and support the efficient utilisation of biomass is recognised
e boosting research and innovation is seen as critical for these developments
The biomass-derived chemicals producers, members of BioChem Europe, intend to play their part and forge partnerships to
achieve the European ambition to become climate-neutral by 2050.

For more information, visit our website: https://www.biochem-europe.eu

4 Bioeconomy Strategy: “Priority should be given to sectors where bio-based solutions deliver the highest added-value and are close to market
deployment or already industrially mature, to ensure faster uptake and visible economic impact”.
520240425-BioChem-position-on-Cascading-Principle-use.pdf
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7 https://www.biochem-europe.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/BioChem-Europe-position-on-Sustainability-Criteria-February-2025.pdf

BioChem Europe
Rue Belliard 40 — Boite 15 — 1040 Brussels - Belgium
Tel: +32 2 436.93.00 - sse@cefic.be

A sector group of Cefic ® @J’

uropean Chemical Indust

EU Transparency Register n°64879142323-90


https://www.biochem-europe.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/20240425-BioChem-position-on-Cascading-Principle-use.pdf
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/publications/bioeconomy-strategy_en
https://www.biochem-europe.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/BioChem-Europe-position-on-Sustainability-Criteria-February-2025.pdf
https://www.biochem-europe.eu/

